He proves that on dry soils the influence of moisture is greater than that of light. Then follows account of experiments demonstrating that tree roots dry the soil. This is true enough, but does not bring out the comparative influence of light and moisture on tree growth, and this, after all, is the point, and one which it will be extremely difficult to solve considering the complex inter-relation and inter-action of the two factors. His statement that the lack of reproduction under old trees is not due to lack of light but to lack of moisture is too strong: it 
